Schistosoma mansoni: uptake in vitro and incorporation of adenine by adults.
The rates of adenine uptake and incorporation into nucleic acids by adult male and female Schistosoma mansoni were determined during periods of up to 10 days in vitro, and comparisons were made between paired and separated worms. Adenine uptake by separated males and females exceeded that exhibited by equivalent paired worms. The rate of incorporation of adenine into nucleic acids was higher in separated females than in paired females. In contrast, the state of pairing had little effect on adenine incorporation by male S. mansoni. There was no correlation between rates of adenine uptake and incorporation and the reproductive activity of S. mansoni adults in vitro. Uptake and incorporation rates appeared to reflect the changing somatic requirements of both male and female worms.